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 On the golf course at Wanstead – could this be a multiple mulberry? 

The Wanstead golf course mulberry 

 

 

 

 

South↑ 

 

 

 

 

The Wanstead golf course in east London, part of the extensive Grade II listed Wanstead Park 
landscape, is home to a magnificent veteran mulberry.  Hole No. 7 on the course is named ‘Mulberry’ 
in its honour. The tree is about ten metres tall and has a girth of 298 cm at the height of one metre. 

Intriguingly, the tree features a striking twisted appearance in its trunk – or could that be trunks?  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo on the left shows the detail of the tree as it emerges from the ground; on the right is a 
closer view of the upper part of this north-facing aspect of the mulberry. 
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This photo shows the upper trunk structure and a long lateral branch striking out southwards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Bob Ward, Manager of the Wanstead Golf Club, branches broke away in the Great Storm 
of 1987. That, and the pruning necessary due to its golf course location, might account for there being 
few low lateral branches. Later, we will see the tree in winter, without foliage. But meanwhile 
there might be other explanations, one of which involves looking at another tree species! 
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Wanstead Park:  Repton and the multiple oak tree  

Barely two hundred metres away from the veteran mulberry, located inside Wanstead Park’s 
Reservoir Wood, stands this acclaimed multi-stemmed ‘Repton Oak’; a tree whose provenance for 
some time has been held as resulting from the guidance of the renowned landscape gardener 
Humphry Repton. In 1813 Repton had presented plans for the modernisation of the already-
landscaped grounds to William Pole Tylney Long Wellesley, owner of the grandiose Wanstead House 
and its splendid estate which, in those days, was part of the county of Essex. Repton had 
recommended that the banks of the artificial lakes and ponds - by then more than 150 years old – 
should be planted with more trees. His general style was to soften up formally laid-out landscapes by 
introducing trees, hedges and shrubbery to create more natural-looking views. 

The 200-year-old oak tree at Wanstead Park 

 

 

 

 

Humphry Repton (1752 – 1818) 

 

 

Botanically, the extraordinary appearance of this huge oak at Wanstead is said to be the result of nine 
(some suggest even ten) oak saplings having been bunch-planted in one hole, in 1815. It has a massive 
girth of 406 cm. The tree is a fast-growing and tall sessile oak – Quercus petraea – an English oak suited 
for stony ground such as the Wanstead gravelly terrain. 
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There is no doubt that Repton did advocate bunch-planting as a technique for creating the natural-
looking groups of trees he favoured. In his 1803 ‘Observations on the Theory and Practice of Landscape 
Gardening’ he wrote: 

“… two or more trees should sometimes be planted in the same hole, cutting their roots so as 
to bring them nearer together”. See chapter 4 page 171.  

The question arises as to whether the nearby veteran mulberry was also the result of multiple, or 
bunch planting. 

The immediate surroundings of the bunch-planted oak tree have been the subject of discussion by 
scholars and historians for some time. The Wanstead Park artificial waterways in the early 1800s were 
suffering from chronic lack of maintenance not least because the estate had been little used by 
successive owners from 1764 onwards. A remedy to permanently drain some of them off, including 
the then Reservoir Pond (now Reservoir Wood), was previously assumed by some experts to have 
been a prerequisite advised by Repton prior to his new planting being started. 

The snag for local historians and Repton scholars has been the sparse availability of Repton’s report 
on Wanstead. Elsewhere, Repton had issued innovative and creative ‘Red Book’ leather-clad reports 
to over two-hundred clients during his career, and there are several studies of their contents, but due 
to Wellesley having shunned any fuss connected with the landscaping work at Wanstead, Repton’s 
plans for the estate were not bound in a single volume. The resulting loose files and papers ended up 
being auctioned in 1822 alongside all other contents of Wanstead House and were not easily available 
for researchers. The added circumstance that Wanstead House was demolished in 1823, ten years 
after Repton had made his recommendations (and five years after his death), would have reduced any 
imperative for reference to Repton’s advice. 

Thanks to the 2018 publication of Repton in London by the London Parks and Gardens Trust, Sally 
Jeffery’s latest detailed analysis of Repton’s work at Wanstead is now available to us. Having had sight, 
together with Wanstead local historians, of Repton’s original papers subsequently purchased for Paul 
Getty's Wormsley Library, Jeffery writes of the Repton Oak: 

“Thus, Reservoir Wood, previously thought to have been drained and planted on Repton’s 
advice turns out to be the opposite of what he intended. The famous clump of trees forming 
the famous Repton Oak in Reservoir Wood is located in almost the middle of this area and was 
believed to have reflected his ideas on planting several trees in a single hole. In view of the fact 
that this report does not mention draining the area, it is unlikely that these trees were planted 
on Repton’s direct advice.” 

All this might seem to put a stop to any speculation that the nearby mulberry tree could have had a 
similar Repton provenance. But Jeffery goes on to ask:  

“Was the practice of planting several trees in a single hole discussed with the Wanstead 
gardeners when he visited and carried on as estate practice later?” 

Prior to reading Jeffery’s study I also hadn’t been able to find any direct reference to Repton’s 
advocating of multiple bunch-planting actually taking place in Wanstead Park. I did discover that it is 
a recognised, but not widespread practice currently and so had concluded it was possibly a method 
adopted by the gardeners or foresters of the time since other similarly bunch-planted oaks and 
beeches remain there to this day.  If this was the scenario it might be just as likely for bunch-planting 
of other species to have been practised. Let’s have another look at the structure of the mulberry. 
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A winter look at the mulberry 

North-facing aspect of the mulberry on Wanstead golf course 

 

South-facing aspect of the mulberry on Wanstead golf course 
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The possible histories of the veteran mulberry 

The photographic evidence, now covering both winter and summer in 2018 does suggest the 
possibility of two or possibly three mulberries having been planted in the one hole. The trunk structure 
is of generous girth, and there are two main directions of upward growth. If bunch-planting was 
carried out by the early 19th century gardeners along the lines of the earlier suggested Wanstead 
estate practice, a resulting age for the tree of about two hundred years old would be reasonable, given 
the tree’s general appearance. But in the absence of any clear provenance for the mulberry, we need 
to trace some of the history surrounding its apparent lone survival. The veteran mulberry is easily 
identifiable on this overview below of the north-western part of Wanstead Park which embraces the 
golf course and some of the remaining artificial lakes and ponds. 

Wanstead golf course and surrounds: Google screenshot accessed 2018 
North↑ 

The mulberry can be seen towards the bottom of the image close by the long stretch of trees, marked 
in darker green. Its golf tee is adjacent and the sand in the bunker shows white. The site of the former 
Wanstead House, now a deep crater unfilled-in since the demolition in 1823, is marked pink. The 
mansion faced westwards to the (recognisable) Octagon, now the largest remaining of the waterways 
first dug out more than a century before the time of Repton and Wellesley. The stable block (marked 
purple) remains as the only functional structure dating from earlier times. 

              Brown circle bottom left indicates position of the ‘Repton’ oak tree in Reservoir Wood 
              Darker green circle indicates the actual position of the veteran mulberry at Hole No.7 
              Pink strip indicates where Wanstead House stood until demolition in 1823 
  Purple circle indicates the 18th century stable block, now used as the golf club house 

Did the mulberry originate in Wanstead’s 17th century walled garden? 

An alternative historical scenario for the mulberry could be that it was planted, way before Repton’s 
involvement, in the seventeenth century walled kitchen gardens which were originally located to the 
south of a former mediaeval Wanstead Hall. We will shortly look at how those walled gardens were 
removed in the mid-eighteenth century to the south-east of the grounds and, as recorded by Historic 
England, were replaced by open parkland.  



 

7 
 

Stepping back, we find that Wanstead’s reputation as a magnificent estate generously planted with 
impressive trees was well known and earned favourable critiques from leading writers and gardeners. 
At the early stages of the landscaping commissioned by Sir Josiah Child using his wealth derived from 
the East India Company, Samuel Pepys in 1665 had written of the Wanstead Hall precursor residence,  

“a fine seat but an old-fashioned house … ”.  

John Evelyn, the eminent diarist and author of ‘Sylva, a Discourse of Forest Trees’ commented in 
1683: 

“I went to see Sir Josiah Child's prodigious cost in planting walnut-trees about his seat, and 
making fishponds, many miles in circuit, in Epping Forest, in a barren spot ... ”. 

After Sir Josiah Child died in 1699 his brother Richard commissioned landscape gardener George 
London to further beautify the grounds. This was London’s last project, and he perpetuated the 
formal layout favoured in the seventeenth century. As those grounds matured Richard Child decided 
to replace the outmoded manorial Wanstead Hall with a mansion: the grand Wanstead House. 
According to Defoe in 1722 – the year of completion of the replacement Wanstead House - there were  

“innumerable rows of trees … avenues and vistos, to the house, all leading up to the place 
where the old house stood”. … “the front of the house opens to a long row of trees, reaching 
to the great road at Leighton Stone”1 …  “the most delicious as well as most spacious pieces of 
ground for gardens that is to be seen in all this part of England”. 

The 1722 Wanstead House 

This Palladian-style 1722 Wanstead House, designed by architect Colen Campbell, was of a scale and 
lavishness that rivalled contemporary buildings such as Blenheim Palace and Holkham Hall. To some 
it was a monstrosity, to others the essence of grandeur. 
 
‘Wanstead House in Essex the seat of Earl Tylney’, print from a 1783 engraving by W. Watts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East↑ 

All accounts show that vast tree planting took place to create the formal geometric avenues in vogue 
during those years. While John Evelyn had suggested mulberries being suited to being avenue trees 
(Sylva, John Evelyn 1664) I suspect that if the mulberry had been planted in the early eighteenth 
century or before it would rather have been within the kitchen gardens part of an orchard. 

                                                             
1 Leytonstone 
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While it may indeed have been George London who assigned the fruit trees for the walled gardens 
the engagement of gardener and engineer Adam Holt (c1691 - 1750) is of interest regarding the 
inclusion of mulberries. Documents and maps at the Essex Record Office and at Waltham Forest 
Archives show that alongside the planting and landscaping work at the Wanstead estate Holt also had 
his own nurseries in Leytonstone, initially at the corner of Irish Lane (now Langthorne Road) and later, 
on a site now built over as Harold Road. Holt supplied plants and trees to customers far and wide. One 
such was Bishop Compton (1675 – 1713) whose Fulham Palace has been documented as boasting red, 
white and black mulberries. Detailed mentions of mulberries in other walled gardens at that time can 
also be found in John Harvey’s book ‘Early Nurserymen’.  All of this is circumstantial evidence of course, 
but while none of it refutes the supposition that mulberries were planted in the kitchen gardens of 
Wanstead House from the time of the Childs onwards, it doesn’t discount it. Further research on Holt’s 
horticultural activities at Leytonstone may yield detail. 

Where were the walled gardens? 

The answer is that they appear on historical maps in two different positions in the grounds, and other 
records confirm that they were moved from one to the other at some point in the middle of the 
eighteenth century. The two images below give a map view of the Wanstead estate and, for our 
purposes, depict the changes in position of the kitchen gardens, which are indicated in blue. Repton 
would have been working on the grounds as they appeared in the 1777 image. 

A sheet from 'An exact survey of the cities of London and Westminster, the Borough of 
Southwark, with the country near ten miles round' surveyed by Roque, 1746:  
I have marked the walled gardens southerly position in blue, the house in pink. 
 

 

↑North 
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Extract from ‘A Map of the County of Essex 1777’ by John Chapman and Peter André: 
 the walled gardens’ subsequent south-eastern position in blue, the house again in pink. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that the extract from Roque’s 1746 survey shows more or less the same extent of the Wanstead 
estate as can be seen from the earlier 2018 Google screenshot, whereas the extract from Chapman 
and André immediately above is on a smaller scale and therefore encompasses a larger overview. The 
shapes and positions of the artificial lakes in 1746 and 1777 differ from each other and from current 
configuration but all that is another story. 

On Chapman and André’s map above, a black dot underneath the ‘H’ in ‘Houfe’2 is in the spot where 
the present-day mulberry stands. Having seen larger versions of this map - on which the legend 
identifies those black dots as ‘clumps of trees’ – I’m inclined to imagine that this is where the mulberry 
would have been, which would give it an age of approaching two-hundred and fifty years. In so doing, 
I make the assumption that when the kitchen gardens were moved to the new position it was decided 
not to move a mulberry tree that was by then mature. Perhaps the fruit yield was valued by the kitchen 
staff. This theory, although tenuous, could even lend credence to the surviving tree having been 
planted in the days of Sir Josiah Child, making it a potential three-hundred years old. 

Josiah’s successor Sir Richard Child, the first Earl Tylney, had undertaken much work in the grounds, 
softening landscaper George London’s formal lines. In 1750 he was succeeded in turn by his son 
John, the second Earl Tylney, who continued that trend. But from 1764 the second Earl went abroad 
and never returned permanently, dying in 1784. During that time, although this Earl obtained many 
fine artefacts from his Florentine and Neapolitan residences and sent them back to Wanstead, the 
infrastructure of the estate began to decline. Peter Whitfield in 2006 writes:  

“Wanstead House soon became a disreputable place, a kind of Essex branch of the Hellfire 
Club, with nameless orgies supposed to have taken place in the garden grottoes”. 

 Watts’ 1783 engraving earlier certainly depicts a lamentable loss of trees and a sense of desolation. 

 

                                                             
2 House 
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The nineteenth century grounds 

Below is the final piece of graphical evidence for the walled gardens being moved south-east. It is an 
extract from the parish Rate Book of 1830, well after the mansion had been demolished. The settling 
of Wellesley’s debts and the claims of mortgagors over the property took many years to complete and 
the amounts due to the parish were still payable on the land, even though the main residential building 
no longer existed.  

Extract from the 1833 Rate Book scribed by the Clerk of Woodford Manor, from ‘Maps and 
book of reference of Wanstead House estate’: Essex Record Office DcY 3P130-131 Rev.  

North↗ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have colour-marked the numbered areas, as they appear in the legend which I have left half-revealed: 

565: the ‘Kitchen garden and cottage’ outline in blue. 
551: the ‘Great Pond now drained & planted’ outlined in brown. 
559: ‘Hither Lower Park’ adjacent to 558 ‘Sheet of Water’ with the assumed mulberry marked in green. 
535: ‘Wanstead House and Parterre in front’ is coloured pink on the actual map. 

The diagram also confirms that the draining of the Great Pond, mentioned earlier as the Reservoir 
Pond and home of the ‘Repton Oak’ had by then taken place with subsequent plantings replacing it. 
This later became what is now known as the Reservoir Wood. 
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Twentieth-century references to the mulberry 
 
Continuing to conjecture that a mature fruit-giving mulberry tree – or even a clump of them - would 
have been spared from the mass uprooting when the walled gardens were moved in the mid-1700s, I 
was pleasantly surprised to find supporting evidence from a much more recent source. 
 
Curiously, and excitingly, a mulberry having been left behind is referenced in a 1941 survey published 
in an article ‘The Flora of Wanstead Park District’ in The Essex Naturalist vol 27. Compiled by Gulielma 
Lister FLS (1860 – 1949), a well-known botanist and resident of Leytonstone High Road, the study is a 
catalogue of some 300 species of plants and trees identified in a finger-tip exploration of the Park 
including the golf course. I did find it extraordinary that no mulberry appears in the catalogue listings 
and I pondered that she may have excluded reference on the grounds of it being non-native to Britain. 
But I was then intrigued to read Lister’s statement in the narrative part of the report that 
 

“a gnarled old Mulberry tree” was left after “the extensive fruit and vegetable gardens” 
 had “all gone”.  

 
Given Gulielma Lister’s fearsome reputation in her field and her close connection with the Wanstead 
Park area, I am confident that she would have made the statement based on a competent assessment 
the mulberry’s age. Such a time reference might date it from the mid-eighteenth century.  However, I 
was baffled to then read her remark that the mulberry had  
 

“survived until recently near the south entrance to the golf links”.  
 
Did she mean it hadn’t now survived? I was so puzzled, that I copied the relevant fragment below. 
 
Fragment from ‘The Flora of Wanstead Park District’, Gulielma Lister FRS, 1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One possibility is that she is referring to another mulberry, perhaps one that in 1941 was in the kitchen 
gardens’ relocated place (marked in blue on the 1833 diagram above) much further to the south-east 
of the house than the current tree we are studying. But if that is the case it still would be paradoxical 
that she did not refer also to the mulberry whose location, as we have seen, is within the site of the 
original kitchen gardens. 
 
Given that we know for certain that a veteran mulberry is still on the site of the original kitchen 
gardens, and that there is no sign of a second one nearby, another possible explanation for the 
conundrum is that Lister’s text may simply have been phrased rather loosely and was not finely edited. 
Perhaps she was conveying that the south entrance to the golf links had recently been closed, not that 
the tree had ceased to survive. I am also mindful of the timing of Lister’s work, which was during World 
War Two. The closure of the southern entrance may have been necessitated because of wartime 
constraints, although I have not had this timing confirmed. That entrance certainly doesn’t exist now. 
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In our quest, despite the Lister conundrum, to establish the history of the veteran mulberry a less 
confusing clue is to be found in the archives of Wanstead local historian Jack Elsden Tuffs at the Essex 
Record Office. Tuffs’ papers include his own “Pictorial Record of Wanstead 1945 – 47”, a large scrap 
book containing of dozens of 60mm x 85mm black-and-white photographs mounted on photographic 
corners. The image below is a conclusive lead, and its title is written in Tuffs’ own hand.  

The Mulberry Tree on Wanstead Golf Links, J. E. Tuffs, 1945 – 47: Essex Record Office – TP-
266-32-Page 439 

 

This tremendous photograph is the oldest image of the veteran mulberry that I have found. It confirms 
that the tree has been standing prominently on the golf course in a mature state for at least seventy 
years. The trunk looks stout and may have been surrounded by protective bushes to prevent damage 
by wildlife - such as the forest deer - in such an isolated position. I comment later about that. 

Tuffs’ papers also include an original aerial photograph of Wanstead Park taken in 1947 (see below). 
Tuffs himself was an employee of the Air Ministry and served as an air warden during the war. While 
local historical records on World War 2 provide much information about defence guns, prisoner-of-
war camps, allotments and prefabs on the Wanstead Flats, a large open space to the south of the Park, 
I found only one reference to wartime activities in Wanstead Park itself: the ‘F’ District Civil Defence 
Warden Post No. 9 being situated at 39 Overton Drive, which is the entrance to Wanstead Golf Club.  
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The said aerial photograph (below) shows that the mulberry avoided wartime bombardment from the 
air and withstood the war years on the fairway. I have circled in green the lone tree and the bunker 
where the sand appears as a white patch. This spot corresponds, as far as I can judge, to the sites I 
pinpointed on the maps and Google view earlier. The site of Wanstead House is marked in pink. 

Aerial view of Wanstead Park, 24 June 1947: Essex Record Office – TP-266-32-Page 450 B& C2 

↑North  

Suspecting that Tuffs may have obtained this photograph from the Air Ministry, it occurred to me that 
there could have been a military purpose for the land, perhaps as a reserve, or decoy facility. The 
image almost invites the pilot to land there! But Tuffs mentions nothing about such. If it was hush-
hush he may not have been at liberty to mention it.  My imagination runs away with me! But all the 
same I was tempted to take another look at the detail in Tuffs’ own early post-war photograph. 

The Mulberry Tree on Wanstead Golf Links, 1945 – 47: detail 
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Logically, with the faint smudge indicating a golf bunker to the left of the tree, I realised that J E Tuffs 
was facing eastwards when he took the shot. The trees in the background can be identified on the 
aerial view earlier, directly to the east of the tree. I zoomed in closer and spotted what seem to be 
two doorway shapes, the left one particularly looking like a possible entrance to a camouflaged shelter 
structure, which I have circled in yellow. I have no explanation for this mystery, other than to note it 
in relation to the earlier snippet about the golf course during WW2 the research for which had 
revealed to me that Civil Defence Posts were normally part-buried and built of concrete. Perhaps this 
is an unknown yet to be researched by someone! 

Twenty-first century update 

Wanstead golf course looking westwards towards Leytonstone – Google screenshot 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

↑West 

This image above looks westwards along the golf course with Hole No. 7 ‘Mulberry’ featured in the 
centre. It is, I suggest, a reversal of the view from Tuffs’ black-and-white shot earlier - on account of 
the bunker in this image being to the right of the tree. I have circled the tree and bunker in green. 
When compared to the 1947 aerial photograph this 2018 view also illustrates that much tree planting 
to the north of the mulberry has taken place since then. 
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Other Wanstead mulberries 

It’s worth recording the existence of two other mulberries in an around Wanstead Park. The one 
pictured below is a relatively young specimen standing near the ‘Tennis Elbow’ Hole 18 of the Back 
Nine, located in the north-east of the golf course. It reaches about 4.5 metres tall and its single trunk 
emerging from the ground reaching a 42cm girth at the 12cm height. At this level the trunk diverges, 
and the joint girth of the two boughs at the height from the ground of one metre extends to 82cm. 

A younger mulberry tree at Hole 18 of Wanstead golf course 

A second one, for which there is no image at the moment, is in the back garden of a house in Warren 
Road on land that was part of the Wanstead House estate prior to urbanisation in the early twentieth 
century. That particular part of the estate was described in the 1833 Parish Rate Book as ‘American 
Plantation and Walks’. The age and condition of this mulberry has yet to be explored, and while it’s 
unlikely to be anything other than twentieth-century it would still be interesting to know why it was 
planted there and whether it might have replaced any predecessor mulberry. Similar queries arise of 
course for the above pictured tree at Hole 18. 

The demise of Wanstead House 
 
Before reaching any firm conclusions about the veteran mulberry, we need to catch up on the final 
years of the Wanstead House.  Alongside the decline of the estate’s overall condition from 1764 
onwards, as mentioned earlier, ownership passed through a succession of short-lived inheritors, 
ending up in the hands of the sixteen-year-old Catherine Tylney Long in 1805. Sadly she fell prey to 
William Pole Wellesley, a Regency ‘rake’ who married her for her fortune. Tragically for everyone, 
Wellesley’s aspirations were bigger than his finance and, to pay off the debts of his extravagant 
lifestyle during which he had used up Catherine’s entire inheritance, the contents of the Wanstead 
House were auctioned off. The house itself was ignominiously sold stone by stone in 1823 and the site 
was cleared by 1825, the grounds miraculously (for posterity) remaining intact as a single demesne. 
The distraught and ruined Catherine woefully died within a year. 
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In the next couple of years Wellesley, still in search of money to repay his vast debts, cut down a great 
number of trees in the park, destroying many of the avenues, vistas and clumps that had been 
designed and planted at great expense under his predecessors Sir Josiah Child and the Earls Tylney. 
He had marked a further two-thousand specimens for felling when his son obtained an injunction in 
1828 preventing Wellesley from proceeding, since it would obviously affect the value of the land. 
Wellesley challenged the injunction, but it was confirmed against him in 1834. During the mid-
nineteenth century the land was somewhat neglected and partly given over to grazing and allotments. 
In some ways this is the most difficult period during which to imagine the mulberry tree surviving but 
it does support the idea suggested by its appearance in the 1947 photograph that the tree trunk 
needed to be protected from animals by surrounding bushes. As John Evelyn, who had visited 
Wanstead, wrote in 1664: 

“….  if you plant [mulberry trees] where cattle may endanger them, the stem had need be taller, 
for they are extreamly [sic] liquorish of the leaves”. 

Following the 1878 Act of Parliament that had vested Wanstead Park, together with the surrounding 
open spaces of Epping Forest and Wanstead Flats unto the stewardship of the City of London 
Corporation, the grounds of the former Wanstead House survived the pressures of urban 
development. The forming of the Wanstead Golf Club in 1893, and its partnership with other sports 
bodies consolidated this.  

The glory of Wanstead House was thus relatively short-lived, and the building has never been replaced. 
It’s hard to imagine, when walking through the grounds, that a Palladian residence on the scale of 
Blenheim Palace once stood there. Philip Morant, in his History of Essex of 1768, wrote: 

“Wanstead House… for situation, building, waters, gardens and the hereditary command of 
the forest, may be said to exceed any in England”. 

The legacies and conclusions 

Amazingly, an estate that was originally formed by enclosing part of Epping Forest in Henry VIII’s time 
survives to this day quite neatly as the outline of a twenty-first century open-air sports ground. The 
stewardship of the land as sports grounds has been the way in which the footprint of the original 
house and land have been saved as an entity and have avoided undergoing urban development.  
 
For a visible legacy of the mansion we are left only with artists’ images and surveyors’ drawings of the 
splendid architecture of Colen Campbell. In actual physical terms of the estate there is the crater, 
known to golfers as ‘The Gully’ in the place where the residence once stood and there are waterways 
and whimsical follies in the grounds. But there is also the intriguing legacy of living trees, some of 
which can tell a story. These are living history, and the study of them and their habitat continues to 
yield enlightenment and open up further questions! Since the mid-twentieth century the veteran 
mulberry has been tended by the golf club and is regarded as an aesthetic, if quirky, asset of the 
course. Long may it remain so 
 
Two visits to the Wanstead golf course, the research of original documents at Essex Record Office and 
sources on the internet have provided a range of historical data dating from the seventeenth century 
onwards from which I have discussed the provenance of the veteran mulberry tree. In this article I 
have not discussed the implications of the Roman, mediaeval, Tudor or Stuart history of the site, 
although I am aware of possible mulberry tree cultivation during those periods.  

I originally set out to contrast and compare the veteran mulberry with Wanstead’s ‘Repton Oak’ with 
a view to identifying any interesting similarities. However, the base narratives about the ‘Repton Oak’ 
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were firmly revised during the latter stages of my investigations, and the potential for influence by 
Humphry Repton on the veteran mulberry has therefore declined. So, a theory that the tree was 
planted in the time of Humphry Repton in the early nineteenth century, interesting though it may 
seem, doesn’t have much support, given that by then the kitchen garden had long since been moved 
away.  

Assuming that botanically, the age of the tree can be identified as in the region of three-hundred years 
old, the evidence seems to support a tentative primary hypothesis that the veteran mulberry, or its 
ancestor, was planted in the Wanstead House kitchen garden perhaps under the watch of Richard 
Child around 1720, and it stayed on in that original position when the kitchen gardens were relocated 
in the middle of that century. It would not seem logical for it to have been planted in that particular 
spot once the kitchen gardens had been moved away. 

The alternative scenario is one of a very early 1700s planting in the kitchen gardens by the Leytonstone 
nurseryman Adam Holt under the advice of George London, or an even earlier occasion in the time of 
Sir Josiah Child when he first set out the Wanstead Hall grounds. Neither of these have been ruled out 
but would merit further research. 

The question of the appearance of the mulberry, with the apparent two trunks spiralling each other, 
has not been resolved: Repton’s advice to the gardeners about a bunch-planting technique would 
have been in the early 1800s, and so too late for a possible planting date of 1720. Further research 
would be useful into the history of bunch-planting – of mulberries and other species. 

Lastly, we have seen a photograph of the mulberry as a mature specimen in 1947 and there is no 
reason not to suppose that it is a twentieth-century specimen since it is said that mulberries can look 
ancient when they are only sixty years old! If this mulberry was planted in the 1900s it would have 
been under the aegis of the Wanstead Golf Club. Therefore, it would be the club records, or perhaps 
even the living memory of its members, that could possibly provide any clues. 

Further information on Wanstead Park: 
A good summary of Wanstead Park can be found here.  
This one is a short summary.  And this is the authoritative fuller account. 
A quirky look is here.  More history is covered here and here. 
Historic England on Wanstead Park. 
The Great Gardens of Wanstead Park: Sally Jeffery, Friends of Wanstead Parklands, 2010 
Repton in London: The Gardens and Landscapes of Humphry Repton (1752-1818) in the London 
Boroughs: Chapter 3 by Sally Jeffery. 
East India Company at Home 1757 - 1857: Josiah Child and the Wanstead Estate Case Study: Hannah 
Armstrong 2014. 
The Garden Guide: The Gardens of Wanstead House, Essex. 
An East London & West Essex Guardian article. 
Wanstead Wildlife. 
Wanstead Village Directory. 
Humphry Repton’s links to Ilford, Wanstead and Woodford Georgina Green in Ilford Recorder, 19 
March 2018 (source of image of Repton). 
 
 
 
 
In-depth resources: 
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The Landscape Gardening and Landscape Architecture of the Late Humphry Repton Esq. J. C. Loudon, 
1839, reprint Lightning Source UK, Milton Keynes. 
A full-length book about Catherine Tylney Long has been published recently: The Angel and the Cad.  
The Gardens of Wanstead full article or timeline are useful sources.  
Armstrong, Hannah (2017) The Lost Landscapes and Interiorscapes of the Eighteenth-Century Estate: 
Reconstructing Wanstead House and its Grounds. Doctoral thesis, Birkbeck, University of London. 
Wanstead Park Conservation Area Preservation and Enhancement Scheme: Appraisal. London 
Borough of Redbridge 2007. 
www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol6. 
 
Archaeology and early writings: 
Essex Archaeological Society Newsletter No. 91 summer 1985 p10: The Lost Roman Villa of Wanstead. 
WNK07 Archaeological Evaluation 2007. West Essex Archaeological Group and the Wanstead 
Parklands Community Project on Wanstead Park, Epping Forest in the London Borough of Redbridge. 
Sylva, John Evelyn 1664. See Dendrologia, chapter 1 ‘Of the Mulberry’. 
Daniel Defoe’s writings on Britain. See final eight paragraphs on this link. 
 
Sources not found on line: 
The Gardens of Wanstead House, Essex. Ian Dunlop & Fiske Kimball, Country Life, July 28, 1950. 
The History of Wanstead Vol 9 1952, J E Tuffs (held at Essex Record Office). 
The Flora of Wanstead Park District, Gulielma Lister FRS full narrative in The Essex Naturalist vol 27, 
1941. 
The New Sylva, a discourse of forest and orchard trees for the twenty-first century, eds Gabriel 
Hemery and Sarah Simblett, Bloomsbury, 2014. 
Early Nurserymen, John Harvey, Phillimore, London, 1974. 
The Gardener and Botanist’s Dictionary, Part I Phillip Miller and Thomas Martyn, 1807. 
London: A life in Maps, Peter Whitfield, The British Library, 2006. 
The Essex Naturalist, vol. 27, 1941. 
A listing of the streets of Leyton & Leytonstone, David Boote. L & LHS Historical Society, 2018. 
Museum of London. 
Essex Record Office, Chelmsford. 
London Borough of Waltham Forest Archives (for Adam Holt references). 
 
Further information: 
The co-ordinates of the demolished Wanstead House are: 51°34’ 10.62” N  0°2’1. 31” E 
OS Map Grid Reference: TQ41078754 Latitude 51.56945° Longitude 0.03461° 
 
© Claire Weiss 2019 
Leyton, London UK. 
Photography at Wanstead golf course: © Karl Weiss. 
 
With acknowledgement and thanks to the management of Wanstead Golf Club for providing 
welcome access to the golf course. 
 
With gratitude for his encouragement and patience to Dr Peter Coles, Editorial & research: 
Morus Londinium, Protecting London’s Mulberry heritage. www.moruslondinium.org. 
Twitter: @LMulberries 


